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Let us imagine 
…

…. the purpose of a doctoral inquiry is 

systematic enquiry made public (Lee & 

Kamler, 2008).

◦ Addressing readers outside of your 

supervisors and examiners

◦ Acquiring sufficient distance to the text to 

strategically decide on how to produce 

text.  



Three Distinct Genres of  Writing  

Dissertation Conference Journal



Suggestion #1 

Peer review
◦ student peers work together and with more 

experienced researchers and writing 
specialists
◦ to develop expertise in different aspects of research 

writing

◦ to enter explicitly into a network of peer relations    



Suggestion #2:

Macro-micro exercise
◦ Relationship of parts to whole in the larger 

thesis text

◦ Draw a conceptual map of dissertation text

◦ Develop logical links and arguments between 

ideas in each chapter



Suggestion #3
Enlist your supervisor as publication mentor
◦ Build student know-how about publication game

◦ Help create scholarly identity 
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